The level of bacterial contamination of surfaces can be determined by the agar sausage technique of ten Cate (1965). In his description in English, ten Cate compared his 'sausage skin' with Dr W. Litsky's 'syringe-like apparatus' (Walters, 1955) which was described as being cumbersome and requiring costly stocks of syringes.
The level of bacterial contamination of surfaces can be determined by the agar sausage technique of ten Cate (1965) . In his description in English, ten Cate compared his 'sausage skin' with Dr W. Litsky's 'syringe-like apparatus ' (Walters, 1955) which was described as being cumbersome and requiring costly stocks of syringes.
This report describes the use of disposable 20 or 50 ml plastic syringes for sampling and recommends them as a preferable alternative to the agar sausage.
Method
The needle end of a 20 or 50 ml syringe is cut off so as to expose the whole of the internal diameter, the plunger is then withdrawn half way down the barrel and the syringe is autoclaved fo; 15 minutes at 121°C. Following this the syringe is supported vertically in a test tube rack and is filled with sterile culture media. We routinely use blood agar in one syringe and MacConkey agar in another. A piece of sterile aluminium foil is folded over the exposed agar surface to avoid contamination. At the same time a knife suitable for cutting the agar is autoclaved.
The figure shows a syringe with half an inch of agar projecting, and the knife with its sterile test tube container.
The loaded syringes can be stored with other laboratory media. When needed, a suitable amount of pressure is applied to the plunger to expel about half an inch of medium which is applied to the surface to be sampled. The knife is withdrawn from its lest tube container and a disc of the culture medium is cut off and placed in a sterile petri dish, which can then be incubated without further handling. For each batch of specimens the same knife can be used without re-sterilizing.
We are still re-using our original syringes which Received for publication 31 
